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Message Text 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 SECTO 12117 140059Z 
ACTION SS-25 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SSO-OO CCO-OO /026W 

033099 140103Z/63 

O 132338Z DEC 77 ZFF-6 
FM USDEL SECRETARY IN DAMASCUS 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC IMMEDIATE 
AMEMBASSY CAIRO IMMEDIATE 

SECRETSECTO 12117 

EXDIS 

DEPARTMENT FOR ACTING SECRETARY 
CAIRO FOR ELITS AND ATHERTON 
E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: OVIP (VANCE, CYRUS R.) 

SUB J : CAIRO CONFERENCE CHAIRMANSHIP 

APPRECIATE YOUR SUGGESTIONS IN REFTEL. I AM INCLINED 
NOT TO INVOLVE EITHER THE DEPARTMENT OR MYSELF AT THIS 
POINT SO AS TO GIVE ATHERTON A CHANCE TO HELP WORK 
OUTH THE PROBLEM OF CHAIRMANSHIP ON THE GROUND. HE HAS 
A POSSIBLE FALL-BACK POSITION FOLLOWING MY DISCUSSION WITH 
HIM BEFORE HE LEFT FOR CAIRO. WE ARE HIPING THAT THE 
EGYPTIANS AND ISRAELIS CAN WORK THIS OUT ONCE THEY ARE 
TOGETHER, BUT IF THEY CANNOT ROY SHOULD BE ALLOWED TO 
SUGGEST THE POSSIBILITY OF HAVING NO CHAIRMAN AND WORKING 
UNDER ARRANGEMENTS THAT WOULD DEFINE THE ORDER OF SPEAKING 
AT EACH SESSION. 

VANCE 

SECRET 
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